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Hello brothers and sisters. These are strange times we are living. I pray this 

newsletter finds you in good health and safe from COVID-19. As you know, 

Berwyn United Methodist Church has suspended its in-church worship services 

and meetings. However, it does not mean that we have stopped worshipping or 

supporting each other. Each week we will be posting sermons, worship services 

and music on our church’s website, www.berwynumc.org or our church’s Face-

book page, www.facebook.com/BUMCservice. To stay informed of the church’s 

schedule please be sure you are subscribed to our e-newsletter which is emailed 

every Sunday afternoon and that you like our Facebook page, BUMCservice. 

 
On March 15 we were to have a special worship service where we learned about 

the proposals that affect the future of the denomination scheduled to be presented 

and voted on at General Conference this year. Due to the COVID-19 quarantine, 

we were not able to have that service and General Conference has been post-

poned most likely till 2021. Included in this issues you will find a comparison 

chart and a list of resources to read over and learn about the proposals scheduled 

to go to General Conference. Remember, these are just proposals. Nothing has 

been finalized. These are just proposals regarding the future structure of The 

United Methodist Church. There will be a recording of the presentation posted on 

the church website and Facebook page shortly. 

 

As Holy Week approaches, do not be dismayed. Remember, that Jesus himself 

defied death and rose from the tomb. Spend time in the Word, read Pastor Rod-

ney’s daily devotions and remember that once we can gather together again, we 

will celebrate the Resurrection! 

 
Stay strong. Stay safe. Wash your hands. Know that you are loved and prayed for 
and we look forward to worshipping together again! 
 
Blessings, 
Kristine Adams 
Editor, The Lighted Cross 



PASTOR’S LETTER 

By his resurrection from the dead, our Savior, Jesus Christ, has conquered death and sin and everything that 

diminishes the grace of God in us and among us. His resurrection is not just a fact of history to be retold at 

Easter. It is a mystery to be lived every day. As Christians, we are just as moved by the presence of Jesus 

among us as those who saw him on the morning of the resurrection. 

How is Jesus Christ present among us today? He lives among us in the community gathered to celebrate the 

Lord’s Table. He lives in the Gospel proclaimed by word and deed. Through the Sacraments of the Church, 

he gathers disciples, heals the sick, reconciles sinners and calls us to service. It is the hand of Jesus that lifts 

up the poor, feeds the hungry, shelters the homeless and visits those in prison through the Church’s mission 

of social outreach.  In these and many other ways we give witness to the mystery of Jesus living among us. 

We truly become the hands and feet of Jesus Christ in the world. 

This great resurrection mystery requires a community to support us and to challenge us. Every Sunday, the 

Church gathers in the presence of God and in celebration of Christ’s resurrection.  The resurrection is the 

source of our life in Christ and makes us one body in Christ.  As Scripture says, “For just as the body is one 

and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…and all were made to drink of one Spirit.” (1 Corinthi-

ans 12:12-13). 

I encourage you to take the time to welcome someone into the body of Christ so that the kingdom of God 

may grow, and the healing of God’s creation may become a reality. I encourage you to share the good news 

of Jesus Christ with all whom you encounter; inviting them to partake in the life-giving joy that is this sea-

son. As we journey through the process of self-reflection and repentance that is Lent, we anticipate the life-

giving power of the resurrection that enables us to walk in a new life, bearing the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 

5:22-23).   

It is my prayer that our Risen Lord will be revealed to you through the love of family, friends and fellow-

ship, and in the witness of generosity and godly living.    

May God Bless You Richly, 

Pastor Rodney 

LAY LEADER’S LETTER 
 
The other day we had clouds, a rain shower, sunshine, clouds, and another shower. At bedtime, I looked out 
the window and all was bright! The full moon was smiling down and was giving a beautiful glow.   It was 
calming. Calming can be healing. 
 
From the third chapter of Ecclesiastes we read “a time to plant…a time to heal, a time to weep and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing...a 
time to keep…and a time to sew… a time to love…and a time of peace.” 
 
Life has brought us some challenges during this Lenten time. May we feel God’s love and care each day. 
May we, in our hearts and souls, know and feel we are an Easter People. 
 
Blessings, 
 Lee Paylor 



Ministry of the People is supported by the Staff 

Pastor: Rodney Brailsford   Children's Coordinator: Cindy Shallcross  

Lay Leader: Lee Paylor 

Admin. Assistant: Veronica Mosley  Organist/Director of Music: Amy McLoughlin               

Nursery Assist: Eliza Chumpitaz       

Recordings of Sunday Services are available—Contact Jon Stockler, 610-348-3385 or JStock-
ler@aol.com 

HOW TO STAY INFORMED 

Resourceumc.org – everything you need for General Conference + live streaming 

 

Umnews.org – subscribe to Daily Digest 

 

EPAUMC.org – Eastern PA Conference website 

 

NewSpirit – weekly digest – you can subscribe by going to epaumc.org and a box will appear asking if you want 

to subscribe 

On the next three pages you will see the Comparison of Proposals to General Conference and resources 

where you can learn more about each of them. Educate yourself and the conversation will continue when we 

return. 



WEBSITES TO READ PROPOSALS 

• Indianapolis Plan 

https://newmethodism.wordpress.com/2019/09/18/final-version-of-the-indianapolis-plan/ 

• Creation of a US Regional Conference 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/connectional-table/images/USRC-Petition-OnlineCopy.pdf 

• UMC Next Plan    https://umcnext.com/proposal/ 

• New Expressions WorldWide (N.E.W.) Plan      https://um-forward.org/new-plan 

• Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace through Separation 

Council of Bishops press release re: Protocol 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/united-methodist-traditionalists-centrists-progressives-bishops-sign

-agreement-aimed-at-separation-13133654 

• The Christmas Covenant - https://www.umnews.org/en/news/delegates-offer-proposal-for-church-unity 

• The United States as a Regional Conference – bit.ly/USRClegislation 

• To read the GCFA report on the Financial Impact of Proposed Legislation_Feb2020 go to https://www.gcfa.org/

reports 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/connectional-table/images/USRC-Petition-OnlineCopy.pdf


Just a reminder, NOTHING IS FINALIZED. NOTHING IS FINALIZED. NOTHING. IS. FINAL-

IZED.  

General Conference has been postponed and will most likely be rescheduled till 2021. Stay tuned for more 

details and information. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Pastor Rodney or Kristine Adams at kidl.adams@gmail.com. 



Our Mission Statement 

God CALLS us to Care, Accept, Love, Laugh and Serve 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule 

  8:30 AM  Early Worship  

  9:15 AM  Sunday School 

  10:30 AM Traditional Worship with Choir 

 

Berwyn United Methodist Church              

140 Waterloo Avenue                

Berwyn, PA 19312    

                 

       

Church Office: 610-644-5555 

Fax: 610-644-7890 

Email:officebumc@comcast.net 

www.berwynumc.org 

Like us on Facebook: Berwyn UMC        

Follow on Instagram: bumcares 

PRESORTED STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO 701           

SOUTHEASTERN PA 


